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TO: Chair and Members, Environment and Parks Standing Committee  File No.: PK BYL 1.1 
 
FROM: Gina Layte Liston, Senior Manager of Environmental Services  
 
DATE: March 4, 2026 
 
SUBJECT:  Modernization of Regional Park Bylaws 

SUMMARY: Purpose: Consider adoption of Bylaws   
 
Attachments:                             
1. Official Regional Parks Plan Designation Bylaw No. 724, 1986 
2. Regional Parks Regulation Bylaw No. 793, 1986 
3. Park Use Permit Delegation Bylaw No. 2246, 2005 
4. Proposed Regional Parks Regulation Bylaw No. 3408, 2026                                                       
5. Proposed Official Regional Parks Plan Designation Repeal Bylaw No. 3411, 2026 
 
Previous Reports: None  

 

RECOMMENDATION(S): 
 
1. THAT the report dated March 4, 2026, regarding “Modernization of Regional 

Park Bylaws” be received for information.  
 
2. THAT the Committee recommend to the Board that “Regional Parks Regulation 

Bylaw No. 3408, 2026” be introduced and given first and second readings. 
 
3. THAT the Committee recommend to the Board that “Regional Parks Regulation 

Bylaw No. 3408, 2026” be given third reading.  
 
4. THAT the Committee recommend to the Board that “Regional Parks Regulation 

Bylaw No. 3408, 2026” be adopted.  
 
5. THAT the Committee recommend to the Board that “Official Regional Parks Plan 

Designation Repeal Bylaw No. 3411, 2026” be introduced and given first and 
second readings.  

 
6. THAT the Committee recommend to the Board that “Official Regional Parks Plan 

Designation Repeal Bylaw No. 3411, 2026” be given third reading.  
 
7. THAT the Committee recommend to the Board that “Official Regional Parks Plan  

Designation Repeal Bylaw No. 3411, 2026” be adopted.  
 

 
 
ISSUE(S): 
 
The Regional District’s parks bylaws were adopted more than 40 years ago under a provincial legislative framework 
that has since changed significantly. Since that time, provincial legislation governing local government authority, 
enforcement powers, accessibility, environmental protection, and park use has evolved, including consolidation of 
relevant authorities into the Local Government Act. As a result, several provisions within the existing bylaws rely on 
outdated terminology, fragmented authorities, and assumptions about park use that no longer reflect current 
legislative requirements or contemporary park management practices. 
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Across British Columbia, many regional districts have undertaken reviews of long-standing parks bylaws to improve 
clarity, consistency, and enforceability, and to better align regulatory frameworks with current provincial legislation. 
Modernizing the Regional District’s parks bylaws supports clear authority, consistent interpretation, and effective 
management of regional parks, while maintaining flexibility to respond to evolving park uses and community 
expectations. 
 
This report brings forward for the Environment and Parks Standing Committee’s consideration a new Regional Parks 
Regulation Bylaw No. 3408, 2026, which would repeal and replace the existing Regional Parks Regulation Bylaw  
No. 793, 1986, and repeal the Official Regional Parks Plan Designation Bylaw No. 724, 1986 and Park Use Permit 
Delegation Bylaw No. 2246, 2005. The existing bylaws no longer reflect current park management practices or the 
present legislative framework. 
 
Regional Parks Regulation Bylaw No. 793, 1986 
 
Regional Parks Regulation Bylaw No. 793, 1986 was adopted under the former Parks (Regional) Act and reflects 
regulatory assumptions, terminology, and enforcement tools that predate the current Local Government Act. The 
bylaw is structured primarily through a single schedule that combines general regulations, park-specific rules, and 
permit provisions, resulting in a framework that is difficult to interpret, apply consistently, or update as park use and 
legislative requirements evolve. 
 
Regional Parks Regulation Bylaw No. 793, 1986 contains limited definitions, relies on outdated statutory references, 
and does not clearly distinguish between administrative authority, enforcement powers, and user obligations. 
Enforcement provisions are limited and are not aligned with contemporary bylaw enforcement tools, including 
compliance orders, bylaw notices, or modern ticketing frameworks now commonly used by local governments. Permit 
provisions are also narrowly defined and rely on Regional Board approval for many routine activities, reducing 
administrative flexibility and operational efficiency. 
 
In addition, the Bylaw does not adequately address emerging park uses, accessibility expectations, environmental 
protection standards, or contemporary issues such as wheeled conveyances, commercial park use, organized events, 
or modern risk management practices. Park-specific regulations are embedded within the bylaw schedule, making 
updates to individual parks cumbersome and increasing the likelihood of inconsistencies over time. 
 
The proposed Regional Parks Regulation Bylaw No. 3408, 2026 replaces Regional Parks Regulation Bylaw No. 793, 
1986 with a modernized and consolidated regulatory framework that clearly separates definitions, administration, 
enforcement powers, general park regulations, permit systems, and park-specific provisions through schedules. This 
approach improves clarity, supports consistent interpretation and enforcement, and aligns the Regional District’s parks 
regulatory framework with current provincial legislation and contemporary local government practices. As part of the 
development of proposed Bylaw No. 3408, a legal review was undertaken to ensure compliance with applicable 
legislation, consistency with current regulatory frameworks, and enforcement provisions.  

Official Regional Parks Plan Designation Bylaw No. 724, 1986 
 
The Official Regional Parks Plan Designation Bylaw No. 724, 1986 was adopted under legislative provisions that were 
repealed in 2015, when the former Parks (Regional) Act was consolidated into the Local Government Act. The current 
legislative framework no longer requires or contemplates designation of an “official” regional parks plan by bylaw. 
Repeal of the Official Regional Parks Plan Designation Bylaw No. 724, 1986 removes an outdated statutory reference, 
reduces regulatory duplication, and clarifies the Regional District’s current authority to establish and manage regional 
parks through service establishment bylaws, regulation bylaws, and Board-approved planning documents. This repeal 
is administrative in nature and does not affect existing park lands, service levels, or the Regional District’s ability to 
plan for, operate, or protect regional parks. 
 
Repeal of the Official Regional Parks Plan Designation Bylaw No. 724, 1986 also aligns with Environmental Services’ 
broader bylaw modernization program, which focuses on reviewing and updating legacy bylaws to ensure consistency 
with current legislation, plain-language drafting standards, and contemporary governance practices. As part of this 
program, bylaws that reference repealed statutes, duplicate authority now provided elsewhere, or no longer serve a 
clear regulatory purpose are being identified for consolidation or repeal. Removing the Official Regional Parks Plan 
Designation Bylaw No. 724, 1986 improves overall clarity within the Regional District’s regulatory framework while 
maintaining flexibility to guide parks planning through Board-approved strategies and plans aligned with the Local 
Government Act. 
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Park Use Permit Delegation Bylaw No. 2246, 2005 

The Park Use Permit Delegation Bylaw No. 2246, 2005 currently establishes the framework for the issuance and 
administration of park use permits within Regional District parks. The repeal of this bylaw is administrative in nature 
and does not result in the removal of any substantive authority. The provisions respecting park use permits have been 
incorporated into the proposed Regional Parks Regulation Bylaw No. 3408, 2026 to provide a consolidated and clearly 
structured regulatory framework. Repeal of the existing bylaw eliminates duplication, reduces potential confusion, and 
ensures that park permitting processes are governed under a single, modernized regulation. 
 
 
RELEVANT POLICIES: 

1. Regional District authority under the Local Government Act: 
 Pursuant to Part 2 and Part 3 of the Local Government Act (RSBC 2015, c. 1), the Regional District has the 

authority to establish, operate, regulate, and protect parks and park facilities within its jurisdiction. 

 The Regional District may, by bylaw, regulate, prohibit, and impose requirements in relation to the use of park 
land and facilities, including matters respecting public safety, protection of property, environmental 
stewardship, and the preservation of public order. 

 The Regional District may establish fees and charges for the use of parks and park facilities in accordance 
with applicable legislation. 

 The Regional District may designate enforcement officers and establish penalties for contraventions of park 
bylaws as authorized under the Local Government Act and related provincial legislation. 

 
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES ALIGNMENT: 

 
SERVICE RELEVANCE: 
 
The Regional Parks service is responsible for providing safe, accessible, and well-managed park spaces for residents 
and visitors. Adoption of a modernized regulation bylaw supports effective stewardship, public safety, and consistent 
enforcement across the regional parks system. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATION(S): 
 
There are no significant financial implications for the introduction of this bylaw. Ticketing penalties and fines are not 
intended to provide an expected revenue stream but do help to offset costs for in-house notice of bylaw violation 
dispute adjudications and municipal ticket information court costs. 
 
OTHER CONSIDERATION(S): 
 
Related bylaws, such as the Bylaw Notice Enforcement Bylaw No. 3249, 2022, will require administrative updates to 
align with the new bylaw numbering and structure following adoption. 
 
DECISION OPTIONS: 
 
1. Approve recommendations. Recommendations will be made to the Board that:  

 Regional Parks Regulation Bylaw No. 793, 1986 be repealed and the proposed Regional Parks 
Regulation Bylaw No. 3408, 2026 be adopted and be effective as of the date of adoption.  

 Official Regional Park Plan Designation Bylaw No. 724, 1986 be repealed.   
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 Park Use Permit Delegation Bylaw 2246, 2005 to be repealed. 

Other Options: 
 

a. Do not approve recommendations, which would result in the Regional Parks bylaws being outdated and not 
aligned with the current regulatory framework and park management practices.  

 
COMMENTS: 

This report brings forward for the Committee’s consideration a modernization of the Regional District’s parks 
regulatory framework through repeal of outdated bylaws and adoption of a new Regional Parks Regulation Bylaw. The 
existing Official Regional Parks Plan Designation Bylaw No. 724, 1986, Regional Parks Regulation Bylaw No. 793, 
1986, and Park Use Permit Delegation Bylaw 2246, 2005 were adopted under a legislative framework that has since 
changed, including repeal of the Province’s former Parks (Regional) Act and consolidation of relevant authorities into 
the Local Government Act. As a result, the current bylaws no longer reflect contemporary legislative requirements, 
park management practices, or enforcement tools. 
 
The proposed Regional Parks Regulation Bylaw No. 3408, 2026 establishes a modernized, consolidated, and clearly 
structured regulatory framework for Regional District parks. The repeal of Park Use Permit Delegation Bylaw No. 2246, 
2005 is administrative in nature, as the authorities and provisions currently contained in that bylaw are incorporated into 
the proposed Bylaw No. 3408. Similarly, the repeal of Official Regional Parks Plan Designation Bylaw No. 724, 1986 is 
administrative and removes an outdated statutory reference, while maintaining the Regional District’s authority to plan, 
operate, and manage regional parks through service establishment bylaws, regulation bylaws, and Board-approved 
planning documents. Collectively, these actions enhance clarity and consistency, support effective stewardship of 
Regional District parks, and align with the Regional District’s strategic priorities related to organizational adaptability, 
modernization, and governance best practices. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
“Gina Layte Liston” 
 
Gina Layte Liston 
Senior Manager of Environmental Services 
 
GLL:jt 
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