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January 19, 2025 

 
REGIONAL DISTRICT OF FRASER-FORT GEORGE 

This proposal is for funds to update the heating system in the multi-purpose facility 

at Scouts Canada – Camp Hughes with a new high-efficiency gas furnace. The project 

including installation, permits and venting is budgeted to cost $5,780. We are hoping 

for a grant of $2,890, half of the budgeted cost. 

Camp Hughes is a Scouts Canada property located at 21970 Blackwater Road on the 

shores of West Lake near West Lake Provincial Park. Since it started in 1947, Camp 

Hughes has been used continuously by tens of thousands of youths in all seasons. As 

well as Scouting Youth, this includes other youth groups, church groups and local 

schools. The Camp is also home to the YMCA Camp Kanannaq in the summer months. 

In 1991 the Camp built a heated meeting hall with donated materials from Northwood 

Pulp and Timber. Over the years this building has been renovated to become a multi-

purpose facility with indoor washrooms and a large main hall. This building is used 

for youth winter camps, as a training facility for youth and YMCA and Scouting 

volunteers and as a first aid shelter. Over the past 23 years, this multi-purpose facility 

has served thousands of youths and adult volunteers. The gas furnace is the only 

heat source for the building and it was installed in 1991 when the building was 

constructed. It is beyond repair and desperately needs to be replaced. Completing 

this project will help ensure the Camp’s multi-purpose facility’s long-term viability 

and ability to serve youth in Prince George and the Regional District for many years. 

Scouts Canada is the country’s leading co-ed youth organization committed to 

inclusivity and diversity in its membership, structure, and programs. We are also 

committed to eliminating discrimination, exclusion, and marginalization based on any 

prohibited grounds under any human rights legislation. Our Mission is to develop well-

rounded youth who are better prepared for success in the world. 

Scouting offers programming for children and young people ages 5 to 26. It’s a place 

for kids to go that sometimes don't fit in anywhere else.  We are the place for the 

“square pegs”. We put kids together that otherwise might not combine naturally. We 

teach them life skills and get them away from tech and into the outdoors for camping 

adventures, hikes, canoeing, skills and more. We teach them to give back to their 

community and work together towards common goals if they want to succeed.  At 

our Camps and in our outdoor and indoor programs, we get kids of all ages working 

together in small teams to teach them how to interact one-on-one with people of all 

ages. We show how diversity, equity, and inclusion are important and how to lead 

ethically and inclusively. We take pride in the communities where we live. We 

encourage health and individual well-being in our programs. Our programs and 

activities connect youth, volunteers, families and the community. Every year, 

thousands of youths participate in Scouting across BC and Canada. Through many 

fun experiences, outdoor adventures and contributions to their community, Scouting 

builds resilience and skills that set them up for life.  
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The Camp property is 27 kilometres from the center of Prince George, BC and consists 

of 240 acres of wooded land stretching from Blackwater Road to the shores of West 

Lake. Structures include bunk-style sleeping cabins, an enclosed kitchen and dining 

area and a large heated meeting hall with water and flush toilets. The beach area has 

floating docks and storage for canoes, kayaks and life vests. There are handicap-

accessible pit toilets, a large campfire circle and open spaces for tents and outdoor 

activities.  

In 1991 Camp Hughes hosted more than 2300 youth and 600 leaders at the first 

BC/Yukon Jamboree held in northern BC. They came from as far away as Ireland, 

Belgium and Denmark. In 1995 the seventh BC/Yukon Jamboree was held at Camp 

Hughes (Frontier 95) and was again attended by more than 3000 youth including 

those from many other countries. Immediately following the Jamboree, Camp Hughes 

hosted the provincial Girl Guides camp with more than 2000 attendees. 

Over the years, Camp Hughes has developed and grown from the generosity, 

kindness and support of local businesses and service groups. In 1946, Mr. William 

Hughes, a long-time merchant in Prince George, donated the property to Scouting.  

The property comprised eighty acres including about a mile of shoreline on West Lake.  

An additional one hundred and sixty acres adjoining this property have been leased 

continuously since 1946. Before Scouting, the land was used in the early 1900s as a 

stagecoach and horse replenishment stop on the Blackwater Road. 

Our vision for Camp Hughes is that it continues to provide an opportunity for youth 

to enjoy and interact with nature in a safe, fun way for a long, long time. 

The Camp’s main source of revenue other than grants, donations and gifts-in-kind 

for specific projects are the nominal user fees it charges to Scouting and Non-

Scouting Groups for the use of the facility. These user fees are consumed annually 

by regular ongoing operating and maintenance costs.  

Scouts Canada is a registered charity and Scout Properties are branches of Scouts 

Canada. Donors may designate gifts to Scout Properties and Scouts Canada issues 

official donation receipts for Scout Groups and Properties. Scouts Canada’s Charitable 

Registration Number is 107761694RR0028. 

Thank you for your kind consideration.  

Sincerely 

Scouter Bill Cocker  

Camp Hughes Group Committee 






	RDFFG New Furnace Northwood House Camp Hughes 1-19-25.pdf
	RDFFG Regional Grants in Aid Letter of Intent 1-19-2025.cleaned.pdf
	Family YMCA.pdf
	Camp Hughes - Group Committtee - 2024-25.pdf



